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Understanding Major World Religions 

�Bac�gr�u
d �f I
dia – I
tr�ducti�
 t� Hi
duis�” 

 

Glossary of Terms -- Hinduism 

1� Ag�i �� The Vedic g�d �f fire� C�u�d a�s� refer t� a fire i
 a firep�ace� 

2� Ahi�sa �� Pri
cip�e �f 
�
�i
"ury f�u
d i
 $ai
is� a
d Buddhis�� 

3� Arya�s �� The I
d��Eur�pea
 gr�up (Ira
) wh� �igrated t� I
dia i
 the fifth ce
tury B�C� 

wh� i
vaded a
d eve
tua��y br�ught i
 the caste syste�� 

4� At�a� �� The se�f �r s�u�- i
dividua� se�f �r greater u�ti�ate se�f �f Brah�a
� 

5� Avatar �� I
car
ati�
 �f a g�d i
 hu�a
 �r a
i�a� f�r�� /�st fa��us is 0rish
a- a
 avatar 

�f Vish
u� 

6
 Bhati �� Path �f dev�ti�
 as i
 y�ga2 dev�ti�
 t� a g�d �r dev�ti�
a� practice� 

7� Brah�a �� G�d the creat�r� 

8
 Brah�a� �� The three g�ds viewed i
t� �
e� I
c�ude the f�rce� 

9� Brah�a�as Vedic C���e�tat�r �� h��y b���� 

10� Brah�i�es �� The priest�y caste- highest �f the f�ur caste syste�� 

11� Castes �� The s�ci�ec�
��ic divisi�
s �f Hi
duis�� 

12� Dhar�a �� True teachi
g- ��ra� virtue- first �f f�ur g�a�s �f Hi
du �ife� 

13� Ga�esha �� The e�epha
t g�d- �
e �f the s�
s �f Shiva- the destr�yer� 

14� Guru �� teacher- H��y teacher� 

15� I�bra �� Vedic warri�r G�d wh� �ed the Arya
s t� vict�ry whe
 they e
tered I
dia� 

16� �ai�s �� practiti�
ers �f $ai
is�� 
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17� ��a�a �� Path �f �
�w�edge �r �
�w�edge� 

18� �a�a �� P�easure �r desire� Basic thi
gs �f �ife� Da
ces �f P�easure� A�s� G�d by sa�e 


a�e� G�d �f ��ve �� �i�e Gree� Er�s� 

19� �ar�a �� The way �f w�r�s a
d deeds� 

20� �ar�a Y�ga �� The way �f w�r�s� 

21� �rish�a �� The avatar �f Vish
u� 

22� �shtrya �� Caste �f pri
ces �r �awyers� Pr�
�u
ced Shatri� Sec�
d highest �f Hi
du 

castes� 

23� ���sha �� re�ease- ;irva
a� 

24
 Ra�a �� Her� g�d� A�s� a
 avatar �f Vish
u� His wife is Sita� 

25� Rig Veda �� Ear�iest �f the Vedic scriptures which is a c���ecti�
 �f �ver 1000 hy�
s t� 

�a
y g�ds� 

26� Sa�s�rit �� Writte
 �a
guage �f the Vedic peri�d �� Arya
s� 

27� Shiva �� The destr�yer G�d a
d death� He is said t� have f�ur wives� Tw� �f the� are the 

��st p�werfu� g�ddesses i
 a�� Hi
duis�� He is 
�t the devi� �f Hi
dus� 

Destructi�
 is a g��d thi
g as it �eads t� creati�
� 

28� Shudra �� The w�rst �f the f�ur hi
du castes� 

29� Tra�s�igrati�� �� S�u� t� a
�ther f�rce i
 a
�ther �ife� 

30� Upa�ishads �� Vedic scripture- sacred writi
g� 

31� Vaishya �� Third caste �f Hi
duis�� 

32� Vedas �� A�s� sacred writi
g �f Hi
duis�� 

33
 Vish�u �� Prese
ce g�d� Third part �f Brah�a
� 

34� Y�ga(i) �� Pers�
 wh� practices y�ga� 

 


