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Core Beliefs of a Reformed
Christian Worldview

o Creation
S Fa”

+ Restoration







" Man reHects the lmage ot God |
339 cloingthe things God did in
creating the world: m.akingp 'i

Fi”ing, orclering, otc
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Four Foundational Relationships N

the Created Order

God created man for relationship with him
God created man with s|<i”, clignitg and value
God createcl man to work with others

God created man to relate to the created
order by having dominion over the creation

(stewardshi P)
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Fall

« A demonic world exists that is at war with God
« Man Rebelled against God’s Authoritg

« Evil, Toil, Pain and Sugering distort the whole

created Worch




Result of the Fall
| + Man’s relationship with God is broken

|

+ Man’s sehc—-c:oncel:)tion IS broken; the image of
God is distorted but not clestroyed

+ Man’s relationship with others is broken

+ Man’s relationship to the created order is

‘ broken
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Restoration
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Restoration

*» Godis working now to restore all tlﬂings to the created norm
throug]ﬁ Christ

* Comple‘ce Restoration is future

* Sinners are restored in their relationsl’xip to God 139

recleml:)tion

* Redemption IS APPliCG‘ to Sinners bg Repentance and
Faith

+ Men are Restored to undertake Persevering Works
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Faith that does not Restore
man's relationshil:) with God
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- Difterent types of Faith

- Saving Faith

« Faith that does not Save
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Matthew 13:3-

3 And He spoke many things to them in Parab

Sower

7

es, saying, “Behold,

the sower went out to sow; 4 and as he sowed, some seeds fell

beside the road, and the birds came and ate t

nem up. 5] Others fell

on the rockg PlaCCS) where theg did not have much soil; and

immec]iatelg theg sprang up, because thcg had no clepth of solil.

6 But when the sun had risen, theg were scorchecl; and because

theg had no OO theg withered away. 7 Othe

rs fell among the

thoms) and the thorns came up and choked them out. 8 And others

fell on the goocl soil and 9ie|clecl a crop, some

a }'IUI’IGIFCCH:OlCl, some

sixty, and some tlﬂirtg. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.”
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- The Parablé of thc Sower
Matthew 1%:3-9

1. Sower — Apostles - Jesus is Preparing them for GOSPCI

ministry
2. Seed- The Gospel, which is cast out without Prejuclgment

o Results vary bg s0il tgl:)e — the sower casts seed

evergwhere) but a harvest is onlg obtained from good il

4. Soil — Ditferent tgpes of “faith” responses to the Gospel.
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l nterPrctation of The Parable of the Sower
Matthew 13:18-23
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lnterpretation of The Parable of the goocl Soll
Matthew 13:23

23 As for what was sown on goocl soil, this is the
one who hears the word and understands it. He
indeed bears fruit and gielcls, IN one case a
hundrecl?olcl, in another sixtg, and in another
thirtg.”
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Savi ng, Faith
1. Good Soil

) Gosl:)el is heard and understood
b) Saving Faith alwags gielcls Fruit

) Notall saving faith gieids the same fruitfulness




Faith that does not save
Matt 15:15-15

3 This is whg | spcak to them in Parables)
because seeing theg do not see, and hearing
theg do not hear) nor do theg understand.

14 Indeed, in their case the Prophecg of Isaiah is
fulfilled that says: “You will indeed hear but never

understand, and you will indeed see but never

Percei\/e.” 5 Tor this People’s heart has Zrown

dull, and with their ears theg can bare|9 hear.




f lntcrpretation o1c the seeci SOWN on the Path
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Matthew 1%:18-19

18 “Hear then the Parable of the sower: 19 W

1Cn

anyone hears the Worcl o1C the <ingclom ancl does

not understand it, the evil one comes and

snatches away what has been sSOWnN In his hear’t,

This is what was sown along the Path.
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The Seed sown on the Path '
. No unclerstancling

2. Hardened heart from repeatecl exposure fo
the worcl

D Word taken away




’ | nterpretation of the seed sown on the rockg Sell
' Matthew 1%:20-21

[
|
|

20 As for what was sown on roc|<9 grouncl, this

is the one who hears the word and immecliatelg

receives it with '09) 2] yet he has no root in
himself, but enclures for a while, and when

trlbulatlon or Persecutnon arises on account cnc

B L P U

the word, immecliately he falls away.
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Seed sown on Rockg Soil
Matt 15:20-21

I. Receives the Gospel withjoy

2. Endures for a time — transient, temPorary,

Heeting
5. Not rooted in Christ

4. Falls away, stumbles
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Parallel Fassage ~-Romans 1l:1/,22

...you, although a wild olive shoot, were gramctecl
in among, the others [believing Jews] and now
share in the nourislqing root of the olive tree. ..

22 Note then tlne kiﬂdness and the severitg O?C

Goad: severitg toward those who have ?a”enj but

God’s kindness to you, Provided you continue in

his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off.
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Seed sown among, the Thorns
Matt ]5:7_2_

I. Word is received

2. Love for the world ChO‘(CS, presses down the

WO T’Cl

5 Unfruitfulness
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Unfruitfulness - John 15:1-2a,6

1 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the

vinedresser. 2 Ever9 branch in me that does not

bear fruit he takes away... 6 1 anyone does not
abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and
withers; and the branches are gathered) thrown
into the fire, and burned.
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Tgpes of Faith that do not Save
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19 You believe that God
IS one; you do well.
Even the demons
believe—and shudder!
20 Do you want to be
shown) you foolish
person, that faith apart

FFOITI WOF‘(S IS USCICSS?

Faith of Assent - James 2.1 9-20

* Mental assent

28 Unchanged lite




' False or counterfeit Faith

[ Nt 72123
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21 Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lorcl, Lorcl,’ will enter
the kingclom of heaven, but the one who does the will of
my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that clag many will say
to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not Pro!:)hesg in your name, and

i cast out demons in your name, and do many mightg works
j in your name?’ 25 And then will I declare to them, Jnever
2

‘(HCW HOU; clel:)art 1Crom mec, HOU WOF‘(CFS O‘F IBWICSSHCSS.)




A religious lite without knowing Christ

{ » Profession of faith, “Lord, Lord’ 2

+ Performed Good Works “in his name”
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« Cast out demons
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« Miraculous Deeds
- Caught bg SurPrise at the Juclgment

« “Workers of lawlessness”
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« “I never knew 9ou” ;’
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Known bg Christ

41 am the good shepl’werd. | know my own and

mg OwWn ‘(l"IOW IIC:

JO]‘]ﬂ 10:14
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Known bg Christ

e Former Y, when you did not know Gocl, you

were enslaved to those that bg nature are not
gocls. 9 But now that you have come to know
Goc:lJ or rather to be known bg God

Galatians 4:8-9
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Known bg Christ
I speak inthe tongues of men and of angels, but have not lovc, |
am a noisy gong or a clanging cgmbal. 2 And if I have Prol:)hetic
powers, and understand all mgsteries and all knowleclge, and if |
have all Faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, | am

nothing. 3 If | give away all | have, and if I deliver up my boclg to be
bumecl) but have not love) | gain nothing.

12 For now we see in a mirror dimlg) but then face to face. Now I know

n Part; then I shall know Fu”gj even as | have been Fu”g known.

| Corinthians 1%:1-3, 12




Known bg Christ

+ To be known bg Christ - to be one of the elect

o The result of being known bg Christ is to have

the Love of God that comes from receiving
Christ
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False or countertfeit Faith

pimie Put another Parable before tlﬁem) saging) “The kingdom of heaven may be
comParecl to a man who sowed good seed in his Field, 25 but while his men were
sleel:)ing, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away.

26 So when the Plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appearecl also.
7 And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him) ‘Master,
did you not sow goocl seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28 He
said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you
want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds
you root up the wheat along with them. Al ef both grow together until the
har\/est, and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burnecl) but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ”

Matt 15:24--50
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False or counterfeit Faith

o Wheat = true ]:)é:lievers, Plantecl ]39 God

o Weeds = false believers) Planted bg Satan

+ Wheat and weeds Zrow together until harvest
o Wheatis gathered together into God’s barn

+ Weeds are gatherecl and burned




' False or counterfeit Faith

[f 9 Noone born of God makes a Practice of sinning for , -
God’s seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning |
because he has been born of God. 10 By this it is evident
who are the children of God, and who are the children of
4 the devil: whoever does not Practice righteousness Is not

of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother-.

1 John 3:9-10
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True Faith

(1) Those born of God do not Practice Sin

() Those born of God Practice righteousness

(3) Those born of God love their brother
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False or counterfeit Faith

*

) J
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D J

Théf’@ i UﬂbCIiCVCFS In thé Cth’Cl"!.

Some of them displag the most outwarc”g
magnhcicent ghcts.

Theg do not love riglﬁteousness.

Th69 do not love the brethren.
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Examples of Teml:)orarg Faith
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*

Judas Iscariot

Called as an disciple, one of Jesus’ inner circle

Had a successful ministrg of Preaching and lﬂealing
with the rest of the clisciples

Secretlg stole the money From the clisciplcs’ treasury
Betragecl Jesus

Damnecl ~ *woe to the one”

e S IE—



» Hewas part of a missionarg team with the Apostle Paulj
| uke and Mark c. AD & (Col. 414 and Philemon 1:2%-24) f |

+ Sometime between the years AD 63-67, Paul wrote a
letter to Timothg in which he said, “For Demas, in love

with this Present Worlcl, has deserted me and gone to
Thessalonica.” (2 Timo‘chy 4:10)

« Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If

anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in

him. (1 John 2:15) |
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The True-Faith Test
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2 Corinthians 15:5

) Jest 9ourse|\/es to see if you are in the faith :

examine yourselvesl




What’s on the test?
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2 Corinthians 15:5

5 Test 3ourselve5 to see it you are in the faith ;
examine 9ourse|vesl Or do you not recognize

this about gourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you

—_unless indeed you fail the test?
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=vidences of Genuine

: Two Ty pes of

+ Inward Tokens

« Outward Fruit

Faith




Inward Tokens
9 You, however, are not in the Hesh but in the SPirit, if in fact the

SPirit of God dwells in you. Angone who does not have the
Spirit of Christ does not jelong to him.

14 For all who are led bﬂ thie SPirit of God are sons of God.

I Tor you did not receive the spirit of slaverg to fall back into
fear, but you have received the Spirit of acloption as sons, bg
whom we cry, ‘Abbal Father!” 16 The SPirit himself bears witness
with our spirit that we are children of God

Romans 8:9, 14-16

LSS - e




Inward Tokens

R Spirit of Christ within you (Romans 8:9)
S lea ]:)9 the SPiri’t (Romans 8:14)

- Spiri‘c of Acloption - Know that God is your
Father(Romans 8:15-16)




Outward Fruit
, s Dlor hcgou live accorcling to the Hesh you will die,

| but i ]:)9 the SPirit you Put to death the deeds of
the boclg, you will live.

o 16 The SPirit himself bears witness with our sl:)irit
that we are children of God, 17 and i children, then
heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ,

Srovided we sutter with him in order that we may

{
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also be glorhciecl with him.




ARl L b

ekl

3 R s el ci i g i b & B aig R

Outward Fruit

. Putting to death the deeds of the boclg
(Romans 8:13)

. Sugering (Romans 8:17)




a i o e gy
[

Outward Fruit of SutHer ng,

ITherefore, let us also Iag aside every encumbrance
and the sin which so easi|9 entangles us, and let us
run with endurance the race that is set before us,

s Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and Pemcecter
of Faith, who for thejog set before Him endured the
cross... 4 You have not yet resisted to the Point of

s]*xeclcling blood in your striving against sin

Hebrews 12:1-4
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Passi ng, the Test

I. Inward token — E:ges fixed on Jesus

2. Outward Fruit — Striving against sin




A Reformed summary

“The accompaniments to true faith are
repentance, fear of God, holiness, and hope of
eternal life. These accompaniments are not
Peﬁcectecl at conversion but are a |i1ce~|ong
activity of those who have been given the gi?t of
faith bg the Ho|9 Spirit.”
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For Further Studg
A. Westminster Confession of Faith, Chap’cer XV

B George Whitefield, Sermon 23: “Marks of a True Conversion” in Selected
Sermons of George Whitexcielcl, Christian Ethereal Librarg.

§ . Geoipe Whitemcield, Sermon 42: “Marks of Having Received the Holg Ghost” in
Selected Sermons of George Whitefield, Christian Ethereal Librarg.

e George Whitelcielcl, Sermon 43: “The Almost Christian” in Selected Sermons of
George Whit@cield, Christian Ethereal Librarg. William Buell Sprague (Philaclelphia:
Presbgterian Board of Publication, 1864, University of Michigan Digital Librarg, Vol.1,

D7

E. Jonathan Edwards, A Treatise Concerning Religious Affections” in The Works
of Jonathan Edwards (Carlisle, Pennsglvania: The Banner of Truth Trust), Vol. L2
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Discussion

/
/|

? htt!:)s: P m 3outube.com A watch?V:MXtCJiemGTJc.

+ Evaluate the |9ric5 (onlg)

+ Whatis theologica”g correct?

i b i g St L lon i A

« Where is it deficient?




