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I. The Reality of Hopelessness

Christian Hope
Ephesians 1:11 – 2:13

II. The Search for Hope
III. God’s Promise of Hope

I. The Reality of Hopelessness
“...remember that you were at that time
separated from Christ, alienated from
the commonwealth of Israel and
strangers to the covenants of promise,
having no hope and without God in the
(Ephesians 2:12)
world.”

Hope = a life-shaping certainty
about the future
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“There was no meaning in life, and man by
living served no end. It was immaterial
whether he was born or not born, whether he
lived or ceased to live. Life was insignificant
and death without consequence. Philip
exulted, as he had exulted in his boyhood
when the weight of a belief in God was lifted
from his shoulders: it seemed to him that the
last burden of responsibility was taken from
him; and for the first time he was utterly free.”
(Somerset Maugham, Of Human Bondage)

“If death ends all, if I have neither to hope for good to
come nor to fear evil, I must ask myself what I am here for
and how in these circumstances I must conduct myself.
Now the answer to one of these questions is plain, but it is
so unpalatable that most men will not face it. There is no
reason for life and life has no meaning. We are here,
inhabitants for a little while of a small planet, revolving
round a minor star which in its turn is a member of one of
unnumbered galaxies…This planet will eventually reach a
condition when living things can no longer exist upon it
and at long last the universe will attain that final stage of
equilibrium when nothing more can happen. Aeons and
aeons before this man will have disappeared. Is it possible
to suppose that it will matter then that he ever existed?”
(Somerset Maugham, The Summing Up)

II. The Search for Hope
“And you were dead in the trespasses and
sins in which you once walked, following
the course of this world, following the prince
of the power of the air, the spirit that is now
at work in the sons of disobedience—among
whom we all once lived in the passions of
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the
body and the mind.”
(Ephesians 2:1-3)
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“Whoever was still alive had reason for
hope. Health, family, happiness, professional
abilities, fortune, position in society—all
these were things that could be achieved
again or restored.”

“Of the prisoners, only a few
kept their full inner liberty.”
(Viktor Frankl)

(Viktor Frankl, Man’s Search for Meaning)

III. God’s Promise of Hope

“...when you heard the word
of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in
him...”
(Ephesians 1:13)

“...that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of
wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of
him, having the eyes of your hearts
enlightened, that you may know what is the
hope to which he has called you, what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints,
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his
power toward us who believe”
(Ephesians 1:17-19)
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A. The Hope
“that you may know what is the hope
to which he has called you”

“For consider your calling brothers: not
many of you were wise according to
worldly standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth.
But God chose what is foolish in the
world to shame the wise; God chose what
is weak in the world to shame the strong.”
(1 Corinthians 1:26-27)

B. The Riches

C. The Power

“that you may know...what are the
riches of his glorious inheritance in the
saints”

“that you may know...what is the
immeasurable greatness of his
power toward us who believe”

“...according to the working of his
great might that he worked in Christ
when he raised him from the dead
and seated him at his right hand in
the heavenly places”
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